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Fire as various symbols

(1) To show the Time Traveler was telling the truth 
of his invention.

Chapter 1, pg. 8, “He took one of the octagonal 
tables that were scattered about the room, and 
set it front of the fire[place] , with two legs on the 
hearthrug. On this table he placed the mechanism 
[the time machine model].”

(2) Fire makes things seem more truthful.

Chapter 2, pg. 18, “You read, I will suppose, 
attentively enough; but you cannot see the 
speaker’s white, sincere face in the bright circle of 
the little lamp, ...”

(3) The wells are a mystery to the Time Traveler. 
He uses a lighted match to help him with the 
mystery. Symbolic of using reason or science to 
solve great unknowns.

Chapter 5, pg. 48, “I lit a match, and, looking 
down, I saw a small, white, moving creature...”

(4) Use of, or creating fire (reason) was unknown 
to the Eloi.

Chapter 5, pg. 49, “But they were interested by my 
matches, and I struck to amuse them.” 

(5) Fire scares away the evil forces.

Chapter 6, pg. 55, “But, as soon as I struck a 
match in order to see them, they fled incontinently, 
vanishing into dark gutters and tunnels ...” 

Chapter 9, pg. 73, “My plan was to go as far as 
possible that night, and then, building a fire, to 
sleep in the protection of its glare.”  

(6) Fire, or at least the potential for fire, gives hope 
to finding solutions.

Chapter 8, pg. 70, “I found a box of matches. Very 
eagerly I tried them. They were perfectly good. 
They were not even damp. I turned to Weena. 
‘Dance,’ I cried to her in her own tongue.”

Chapter 9, pg. 80, “But as I walked over the 
smoking ashes under the bright morning sky, 
I made a discovery. In my trouser pocket were 
still some loose matches. The box must have 
leaked before it was lost.” (The Time Traveler, 
after losing Weena and still needing to find his 
machine.)

(7) Fire is danger.

Chapter 9, pg. 78, “With that I looked for Weena, 
but she was gone. The hissing and crackling 
behind me, the explosive thud as each fresh tree 
burst into flame, left little time for reflection.”

Politicians and nobles 
are mocked in the novel.

(1) Government official and intellectuals are not 
bright, but ignorant and pompous.

Chapter 1, pg. 8. The Provincial Mayor replies, 
“I have not” when asked if he knew about the 
fourth dimension. No else makes that statement 
and he barely understands what is going on and 
does not contribute either an idea that supports or 
denies the assertions, or any conclusion, the Time 
Traveler makes, as the Medicine Man, Filby, the 
Psychologist, and the Very Young Man do.

Chapter 1, pg. 11, “Serious Objections”, the 
Provincial Mayor says after the Psychologist raises 
a question. But he does not explain why he has 
serious objections.



(2) The Eloi are the evolutionary end of the 
nobility.

Chapter 4, pg. 34, “Under the new conditions of 
perfect comfort and security, that restless energy, 
that with us is strength, would become weakness.”

Chapter 7, pg. 65, “I even tried a Carlyle-like 
scorn of this wretched aristocracy in decay.”

(a) Neither the nobles or The Eloi are not inclined 
to do manual work.

Chapter 4, pg. 33, “I saw mankind housed in 
splendid shelters, gloriously clothed, and yet I had 
founf them engaged in no toil.”

(b) They have become childlike and androgynous.

Chapter 4, pg. 25, “...their little pink hands...”, 
“The mouths were small, with bright red, rather 
thin lips, and the little chins ran to a point. The 
eyes were large and mild ...”

Chapter 5, pg. 44, “She was exactly like a child.”

Chapter 5, pg. 45, “But she dreaded the dark, 
dreaded shadows, dreaded black things.”

(c) The nobles used to present awards to other 
nobles for hunting, and other sports. But rarely 
was an award given to the workers. The Eloi do 
the same for the Time Traveler when the present 
him flowers.

Civilization has disappeared in the future.

(1) The English garden has disappeared

Chapter 4, pg. 27, “... a long–neglected and yet 
weedless garden.”

(2) There is no church or religion

Chapter 4, pg. 28, “The stained-glass windows 
(often used in churches, esp. in England), which 
displayed only a geometrical pattern, were broken 
in many places, and the curtains that hung across 
the lower end were thick with dust.”

(3) There is no farming or agriculture

Chapter 4, pg. 28, “I found afterwards that horses, 
cattle, sheep, dogs, had followed the Ichthyosaurus 
into extinction.”

(4) There is no family

Chapter 4, pg. 30, “...but the house and the 
cottage, which form such characteristic features of 
our own English landscape, had disappeared.”

(5) Language has almost disappeared

Chapter 5, pg. 41, “...or their language was 
excessively simple – almost exclusively composed 
of concrete substantives and verbs. There seemed 
to be few, if any, abstract terms, or little use of 
figurative language. ..”

(6) No burial rites

Chapter 5, pg. 43, “... I could see no signs of 
crematoria nor anything suggestive of tombs.”

(7) Use of, or creating fire (reason) was unknown 
to the Eloi.

Chapter 5, pg. 49, “But they were interested by my 
matches, and I struck to amuse them.”
 



(8) Literacy is unknown.

Chapter 8, pg. 66, “I thought, rather foolishly, that 
Weena might help me interpret this, but I only 
learned that the bare idea of writing had never 
entered her head.”

Chapter 8, pg. 70, “The brown and charred rags 
that hung from sides of it, I presently recognized 
as the decaying vestiges of books.”

(9) Wells suggest civilization, in the time of the 
Eloi and Morlocks, is extinct.

Chapter 8, pg. 67, “Further in the gallery was the 
huge skeleton barrel of a Brontosaurus.” 

See also (3)

(10) Electricity, very popular in Well’s time, is 
absent.

Chapter 8, pg. 68, “...- which suggested that 
originally the place had been artificially lit.”

(11) Technology ceases to exist.

Chapter 8, pg. 71, “I found no explosive, however, 
nor any means of breaking down the bronze doors. 
As yet my iron crowbar was the most helpful thing 
I had chanced on.”

Some thoughts on the wells

They could represent a descent into hell or the 
Underworld. The Time Traveler makes this 
descent as did Persephone and Demeter, Psyche, 
Odysseus, Dante (in The Divine Comedy: Inferno) 
and many others.

Or they represent a great mystery. The Time 
Traveler uses reason and advancement in sciences  
(via the matches) to help him solve the mystery. Is 
Wells suggesting a triumph for science for solving 
the mysteries in the universe? It was a popular 
idea in his time.

Another idea is to suggest the wells are the deep 
secrets in our psyche. They are hard to see. 

Psychology was making its debut around this 
time and Well’s portrayal of the Psychologist is a 
positive one.

Here is the quote that furthers this line of thought.

Chapter 5, pg. 41, “Sitting by side of these wells, 
and peering down into the shafted darkness, I 
could see no gleam of water, nor could I start any 
reflection with a lighted match.”

Finally, the wells could also represent the limits of 
science. It was also there that the Time Traveler 
witnesses cannibalism and has great fears. Even 
more when the lit matches (symbols of science and 
reason) do not work as he expects (he can’t see his 
reflection).

 

 

  

 
 


