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Synopsis

Victor Frankenstein, drawn by his intense interest in science, secretly creates another life 
form. His attempt at creating a human being is beset with problems from the start.

His creation is rendered ugly, either by accident or design, and Victor rejects the monster.

The monster is also rejected by the rest of society.

The resultant monster is both good and evil within the same body. He murders and yet 
helps out people and tries to fit into their society.

Eventually the monster and Victor meet up and the monster asks for a companion. Victor 
reluctantly agrees then breaks his promise.

The monster goes on rampage, killing Victor’s friend, Henry Clerval. He also visits Victor 
on his wedding night and kills his new wife. Then he takes delight in having Victor pursue 
him.

In the end, Victor dies of exhaustion. The monster appears to have regrets, but this is in 
question.

Throughout the book there are numerous references to Genesis, as if Victor is playing god 
and the monster is Adam. I will try to reference the exact quotes. 

For me, the novel is deep with with symbolism and character development. That is the 
direction I will take with this analysis. 
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Body of Notes

Principal Characters

Victor Frankenstein – A brilliant scientist who creates the monster and is the person who 
has to deal with the monster. He is also morally bankrupt.

Elizabeth – Victor’s half sister who is described as beautiful and charming. She becomes 
Victor’s wife towards the end of the novel.

Henry Clerval – Victor’s close friend. He is more social and more joyful in life than Victor.

The monster – Created by Victor. He is described as a giant and ugly in appearance but 
has the graces and virtues of an English gentleman. However, his anger, which is at least 
partly due to being about being shunned and rejected by all, including Victor, leads to 
destructiveness and murder.

Robert Walton – An explorer who is trying to reach the magnetic North Pole. He rescues 
Victor from ice and snow and is the first narrator.

I like analyzing characters and their development (and sometimes their lack of 
development) so that is where I will start.

VICTOR FRANKENSTEIN

Victor represents science at its worse.

He challenges the Creator’s creations (Adam and Eve who were described as “blessed”, 
“good”, and not ashamed at their own nakedness. See Genesis 1:27-31, 2:25 ) by creating 
life.

However, he is imperfect and his creation, presumably, is also more imperfect than he is.
“As the minuteness of the parts formed a great hindrance to my speed, I resolved, 
contrary to my first intention, to make a being of gigantic statue, that is to say, about eight 
feet in height, and proportionably large.” (Chapter 4).

Victor (Science) is selfish. His pursuit of knowledge is for his own glory. The villagers use 
their knowledge of the world to grow and sustain their village and culture (e.g., music). 
They are at peace until they see the monster (an extension of Victor?).
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He works to the neglect of his family and close friend.

Rather than tell Henry and Elizabeth about his monster and the danger it (he?) 
represents, he keep quiet and allows great harm and violence to come to both of them.

At least one writer suggests this lack of communication as an unconscious psychological 
ploy by Victor to eliminate his more socially successful friend and sister. (Read 
Introduction by Diane Johnson, Frankenstein, Bantam Classics, Oct. 1981 printing.)

Finally, it can be reasonably claimed that Victor is a moral coward.

He refuses to stand up in court and try to prove Justine’s innocence. He has the 
opportunity to do so before and during the trial and fails both times. A case can also be 
made that he could have also tried after the trial to correct the injustice. If so, then he fails 
three times.

He should follow Jean Valjean’s example. He stood up in similar court of law and cleared 
Champmathieu who was mistaken for him. In this case he was facing hard labor for life if 
convicted. See Les Miserables, Fantine, Book 7, part IX – XI.   

ELIZABETH

She is an orphan when she is discovered and adopted by the Frankensteins. Throughout 
the book she is described as beautiful and charming.

One passage suggests she may represent religion, more specifically, Christianity in its most 
charitable form.

“The saintly soul of Elizabeth shone like a shrine dedicated lamp in our peaceful home (a 
reference to Eden?). Her sympahy was our; her smile, her soft voice, the sweet glance of 
her eyes,  were ever there to bless and animate us (again a reference to Eden where God 
brings Adam to life). She was the living spirit of love to soften and attract …” (Chapter 2, 
¶ 5)

She is murdered after Henry Clerval.
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HENRY CLERVAL

He is the close friend of Victor Frankenstein. He is more social, and by implication, more 
moral than Victor.

The same passage that defines Elizabeth also defines Henry.

“Meanwhile Clerval occupied himself, so to speak, with the moral relations of things. The 
busy stage of life , the virtues of heroes, and the actions of men were his theme; and his 
hope and his dream was to become one among those whose are recorded as the gallant and 
adventurous benefactors of our species.” (Chapter 2, ¶ 5)

Henry is a symbol of best virtues of mankind. He is murdered by the monster in a fit of rage.

THE MONSTER

Frankenstein’s monster is usually thought of being an extension of his Creator, Victor.
However, the monster is much more complicated that Victor. It is not easy to determine if 
he, the monster, is good or evil.

It is true that he is the cause, directly or indirectly, of the death of least five people 
(William, Justine, Elizabeth, Henry, and Victor). Of these, only Victor could not be 
considered innocent.

Yet the monster expressed remorse at his death. The monster also saves a young woman 
from certain death after she falls into a fast moving stream (Chapter 16). He also assists 
the villagers in their various physical tasks.

The Old Testament God may have created a woman for Adam (see Genesis 2:18-23)

But the monster has to ask Victor for one. He 
tells Victor to create a mate for himself saying 
that once he had a female companion, he and 
his mate would leave Victor and the rest of 
humanity alone.

While this is plausible, Victor is suspicious 
and worries that the monster and his new wife 
would create more havoc than just one monster.
 
And while the following is not mentioned in the 
novel, Victor may also be wary of monsters who 
can reproduce  (Chapters 16, 17).
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Victor reluctantly agrees, but later destroys his new creation.

In the book of Genesis, deception is commonly employed for self-preservation or for 
potential profit, although attempts of self-preservation fail against a god who is all 
knowledgeable, all powerful, and who is prone to anger.

Let’s take a look at the deceptions practiced in the beginning of Genesis.

1) The serpent deceives Eve. (Gen. 3:4-5) 
 
By breaking mankind’s special relationship to God, Satan gains a chance to increase his 
domain by the addition of future souls. An example of potential profit. 

2) Eve deceives Adam. (Gen. 3:6) 
 
Eve may be naive in offering the apple. If so, she is innocent. But innocence was not an 
excuse in ancient times. Recall the Greek goddess Artemis who turned Sipriotes, a boy or a 
young man, into a girl when he accidently saw her bathing, and Actaeon, who was turned 
into a stag and then was torn apart by his own hunting dogs for doing the same thing.  

This is an important note to remember in the novel. Even if Frankenstein’s monster is 
innocent, he must still face the consequences of his own innocent actions.

3) Adam and Eve hide from God (Gen. 3:8) 

An example of self-preservation because of the fear of the Almighty. 

 
4) Cain denies knowledge of Abel (Gen. 
4:9)

Another example of self-preservation 
because of fear.  

5) Finally, Jacob decieves his father, 
Isaac, by disguising himself as Esau, the 
first born. He does this to receive Isaacs’ 
blessing, and all legal and material gains 
this blessing entails. (Gen. 27:1-40) 
 
Yet another deception for potential profit.
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At the end of the novel Frankenstein’s monster claims he is going to cremate himself at the 
North Pole by laying on top of a pyre. This proves to be a deception.

It does not matter if the monster is ignorant of the lack of wood in the North Pole, he is to 
be treated as if he was NOT innocent or ignorant. 
 
However, it is unlikely that the monster was ignorant. Throughout the novel, no one, and 
that includes Dr. Frankenstein and his creation, makes any type of gross scientific error. 
Indeed, the monster is presented as knowing quite about the natural world at the end. 
Conclusion: The monster is practicing deception, a key indication of intelligence, and most 
likely has an unknown agenda, at least for us (see Chapter 24). 

Going back to the usual claim that the monster is an extension of Victor, a further claim 
can also be pursued. Since Victor is the symbol of science at its worse, then science 
destroys religion (Elizabeth), mankind or morality (Henry) before it destroys itself (Victor 
and the Monster).

ROBERT WALTON

A ship’s captain when he picks up Victor from the ice. He is the first narrator of the 
book. Robert, like Victor is interested in science. Indeed, he is also exploring the same 
phenomenon as Victor, electricity and magnetism. Victor warns him about his pursuit at 
the beginning of the story.

“You seek for knowledge and wisdom, as I once did; and I ardently hope that the 
gratification of your wishes may not be a serpent to sting you, as mine has been.” (Letter 4).

Note : The word “serpent” is the word used to describe the devil in Genesis (Genesis 3:1-4, 
13) See below. 

Later, Victor chastises Robert for turning back to England.

“Do so, if you will; but I will not. You may give up your purpose, but mine is assigned to 
me by heaven, and I dare not. I am weak, but surely the spirits who assist my vengeance 
will endow me with sufficient strength.” (Chapter 24)

Victor may have changed, but still suffers from egotism. Can science that bad?
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Appendix

We are sorry, but the appendix has been removed.


